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REF: SANTO DOMINGO 0869 

1. IN HIS FEBRUARY 27 INDEPENDENCE DAY SPEECH (REFTEL), 

PRESIDENT BALAGUER INDICATED HE WAS SUBMITTING A BILL TO 
THE NATIONAL CONGRESS CALLING FOR THE LEGALIZATION OF THE 
DOMINICAN COMMUNIST PARTY (PARTIDO COMUNISTA DOMINICANO, 

PRD). IN EXPLAINING HIS ACTION, BALAGUER SAID THAT THE 
OCTOBER 8, 1963, LAW WHICH PROHIBITS COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES 

IN THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC WAS "HEALTHY" FOR THE COUNTRY 
BUT THAT CIRCUMSTANCES HAD CHANGED AND, WITH THE RETURN 
OF RELATIVE POLITICAL AND SOCIAL TRANQUILITY, THE TIME 
HAD NOW COME TO DISTINGUISH BETWEEN GROUPS OF EXTREMIST 
TERRORISTS AND COMMON CRIMINALS ON THE ONE HAND AND THOSE WHO 
SINCERELY ADHERED TO MARXIST-LENINIST DOCTRINES, BALAGUER ADDED 
THAT THE PCD WAS LARGELY COMPOSED OF "YOUND INTELLECTUALS 
WHO PROFESS MARXIST-LENINIST IDEAS" BUT WHO HAVE NOT UP 
TO THIS MOMENT CARRIED ON ACTIVITIES PROHIBITED TO 
POLITICAL GROUPS UNDER THE DOMINICAN CONSITITUTION. 

2. BALAGUER ALSO NOTED THAT HIS PROPOSAL SPECIFICALLY 
EXCLUDED ALL THOSE LEFTIST POLITICAL GROUPS, ASSOCIATIONS 
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OR TERRORISM. NONETHELESS, HE CONCLUDED, THE GODR HOPED 
THAT THE BILL COULD BE EVENTUALLY EXTENDED TO ALL 
DOMINICAN COMMUNIST PARTIES WHEN THEY COULD PROVIDE CLEAR 
EVIDENCE THAT THEY HAD ESCHEWED VIOLENCE AND SUBVERSION. 

3. COMMENT. GIVEN THE GODR'S FIRM CONTROL OVER THE 
CONGRESS, FEW OBSERVERS BELIEVE THAT THE PRESIDENT'S 
BILL WILL EXPERIENCE ANY DIFFICULTY IN BEING ENACTED INTO 
LAW. BALAGUER'S INITIATIVE TENDS TO RECOGNIZE A DE FACTO 
SITUATION WITH RESPECT TO THE PCD WHICH HAS FOR THE PAST 
YEAR OR SO OPERATED FAIRLY OPENLY AND WITHOUT OFFICIAL 
HARASSMENT. IN FACT, THERE HAVE BEEN VARIOUS INDICATIONS 
OF MUTUAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PCD AND THE GODR, 
EVIDENCED BY THE FORMER'S SUPPORT OF THE PRESIDENT S 
AGRARIAN REFORM LAW ON ONE HAND, AND THE GOVERNMENT'S 
PERMITTING THE RETURN OF PCD SECRETARY GENERAL NARCISO 
ISA CONDE FROM ABROAD AND THE APPOINTMENT OF VARIOUS 
PCD MEMBERS TO GOVERNMENT JOS. AS A PRACTICAL 
MATTER, THE PRESIDENT'S ACTION SHOULD FURTHER HELP 
DRIVE A WEDGE BETWEEN THE "MODERATE' 1 PCD AND THE MORE 
VIOLENCE ORIENTED EXTREMIST GROUPS ON THE LEFT. BALAGUER 
WAS ALSO PROBABLY MOTIVATED IN THIS REGARD BY HIS DESIRE 
TO POLISH HIS POLITICAL IMAGE AS A "PROGRESSIVE." 

COMING IN THE WAKE OF THE NEW U.S.-SOVIET DETENTE, IT 
SEEMS LIKELY THAT BALAGUER CALCULATED THAT THIS MOVE 
WOULD NOT PARTICULARLY ANTAGONIZE THE USG. 

HURWITCH 



CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INDEPENDENCE CELEBRATIONS, SPEECHES, COMMUNISTS, POLITICAL PARTIES, POLITICAL SITUATION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 01 MAR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: golinofr 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974SANT000871 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: n/a 

From: SANTO DOMINGO 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740374/aaaacqzm.tel 

Line Count: 88 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION ARA 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: SANTO DOMINGO 0869 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: golinofr 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 24 SEP 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <24 SEP 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <02 JAN 2003 by golinofr> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRESIDENT BALAGUER CALLS FOR LEGALIZATION OF DOMINICAN COMMUNIST PARTY 
TAGS: PINT, DR, (BALAGUER, JOAQUIN) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




